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Ye Latian dames, if any here 
Hold your unhappy queen Amata dear! 

The orgies and no&urnal rites prepare. Dryden’s /En. 24 

5. To have any flat ion. 

The flar bids the fhepherd fold; 

Now the top of heav’n doth hold. Milton. 

And now the flrand, and now the plain they held ; 

Their ardent eyes with bloody ftreaks were fill’d. Dryden. 

Obferve the youth who firft appears in fight. 

And holds the neareft flation to the light. Dryden’s /En. 
How pleafant and joyful a thing is it to have alight held us 
forth from heaven to guide our Heps. Cheyne’s Phil. Print. 

6. To poffefs; to enjoy. 

Holding Corioli in the name of Rome, 

Even like a fawning greyhound in the leafh, 

To let him flip at will. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

The caftle, holden by agarrifon of Germans, he commanded 
to be befieged. Knolles’s Hijiory of the Turks. 

Afluredly it is more fhame for a man to lofe that which he 
holdeth, than to fail in getting that which he never had. Hayui. 
y. To poffefs in fubordination. 

The duke was willing to yield himfelf unto Solyman as his 
vaflal, and of him to hold his feigniory for a yearly tribute. 

Knolles’s Hijiory of the ‘Turks. 

8. To fufpend ; to refrain. 

Death ! what do’ft ? O hold thy blow! 

What thou do’ft, thou do’ft not know. . Crajhaw. 

g. To flop j tg. reftrain. 

We cannot hold mortality’s ftrong hand. Shah. K. John. 
Fell, banning hag! inchantrefs, hold thy tongue. Shakefp. 
Men in the mid ft of their own blood, and fo furi- 
oufly aflailed, held their hands, contrary to the laws of na¬ 
ture and neceffity. Bacon’s War with Spain. 

When ftraight the people, by no force compell’d, 

Nor longer from their inclination held. 

Break forth at once. Walter. 

Unlefs thou find occafion, hold thy tongue; 

Thyfelf or others, carelefs talk may wrong. Denham. 
Hold your laughter, and then divert your fellow-fcrvants. 

Swift’s Directions to the Footman. 

10. To fix to any condition. 

His gracious promife you might, 

As caufe had call’d you up, have held him to. Shah, Coriol. 

11. To preferve; to keep. 

Stay but a little; for my cloud of dignity 
Is held from falling with fo weak a wind. 

That it will quickly drop: my day is dim. Shakef. Hen. IV. 

12. To confine to a certain ftate. 4 

The molt High then fhewed figns for then, and held ftill the 
flood, ’till they were pafled over. 2 Efdr. xiii. 14. 

13. To detain. 

Him God hath raifed up, having loofed the pains of death, 
becaufe it was not poflible that he fliould be holden of it. Acts. 

14. To retain; to continue. 

Thefe reafons mov’d her ftar-like hufband’s heart; 

But ftill he held his purpofe to depart. Dryden. 

15. Tofolcmnize; to celebrate. 

The queen this day here holds her parliament, 

But little thinks wefhall be of her council. Shakefp. H. VI. 

He held a feaft in his houfe, like the feaft of a king, i Sa. 

16. To offer; to propofe. 

Chriftianity came into the world with the greateft fimplicity 
of thought and language, as well as life and manners, holding 
forth nothing but piety, charity, and humility, with the belief 
of the Mefliah and of his kingdom. Temple’. 

My account is fo far from interfering with Mofes, that it 
holds forth a natural and unforced interpretation of his fenfe. 

Woodward’s Natural Hi/lory. 

17. To conferve; not to violate. 

Her hufband heard it, and held his peace. Numb. xxx. 7. 

She faid, and held her peace: /Eneas went, 

Unknowing whom the facred fibyl meant. Dryden s /En. 

18. To manage; to handle intellectually. 

Some in their difeourfe defire rather commendation of wit, 
in being able to hold all arguments, than of judgment in dif- 
cerning what is true. Bacon, Effay 33. 

jg. To maintain. 

Whereupon they alfo made engines againft their engines, 
and he'd them battle a long feafon. 1 Mac. vi. 52. 

20. To form; to plan. 

The Pharifees went out, and held a counfel againft him. 

Mat. xii. 14. 

21. To carry on; to continue. 

He came to the land’s end, where he holding his courfe, in a 
narrow paffage towards the Weft, for thefpace of divers days, 
did at length peaceably pafs through the ftraits. Abbot. 

22. To Hold forth. To offer to exhibit. 

Obferve the connection of thefe ideas in the propo¬ 
rtions, which thofe books hold forth and pretend to teach 

as truths. , , .,. Locke ' 

2 7 To Hold in. To reftrain; to govern by the bridle. 

1 have lately fold my nag, and honeftly told his greateft 
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fault, which is, that he became fuch a lover of liber tv t . r 
could fcarce hold him in. ^„*“*} 

To Hold in. To reftrain in general. W ‘^' 

Thefe mens haftinefs the warier fort of you doth not com 
mend; ye wifti they had held themfclves longer in, and not fo 
dangcroufly flown abroad. • Hooker, P n f a „ 

0 Hold off. To keep at a diftance. 

Although ’tis fit that Calflo have his place; 

Yet if you pleafe to hold him off a while. 

You fha.Il by that perceive him. Shakefpeare’s Othelh 

The object of fight doth ftrike upon the pupil 0 f t h c e .' e 
diredtly, without any interception; whereas the cave of the 
car doth hold off" the found a little from the organ. p acn 
I am the better acquainted with you for abfence, as 
are with themfelves for affliction : abfence does but bold C IT 
a friend, to make one fee him truly. P 0 p e i 0 s u d 

26. To Hold on. To continue; to protract; to pufti forward* 
They took Barbarofla, holding on his courfe to Africk, who 

brought great fear upon the country. Knolles’s Hijl. of tlHurl, 
If the obedience challenged were indeed due to thefe laws' 
then did our brethren both begin the quarrel and hold it on. ’ 
Sander f-n’s Judgment'm one Tint. 

27. To Hold out. To extend ; to ftretch forth. 

The king held out to Efther the golden feeptre that was in 
his hand. v . 2> 

28. To Hold out. To offer; to propofe. 

Fortune holds out thefe to you, as rewards, Ben.Jdmfon. 

29. To Hold out. To continue to do or fuffer. 

He cannot long hold out thefe pangs, 

Th’ inccffant care and labour of his mind. Shakef. H. IV. 

30. To Hold up. To raife aloft. 

I fhould remember him: does he not hold up hk head, as it 
were, and ftrut in his gait ? Shakef. Merry Wives of IVlnifr. 

The hand of the Almighty vifibly held up, and prepared to 
take vengeance. Lode. 

31 .To Hold up. To fuftain ;> to fupport. 

There is no man at once either excellently good Qr extreme¬ 
ly evil, but grows either as he holds himfelf up in virtue, or 
lets himfelf Aide to vicioufnefs. Sidney. 

It followeth, that all which they do in this fort proceedcdi 
originally from fome fuch agent as knoweth, appointeth, kld- 
eth up, and adlually frameth the fame. Hooker , b. i. f, 3, 

The time miforder’d doth in common fenfe 
Crowd us, and crufh us to this monftrous form, 

To hold our fafety up. Shakefpeare’s Henry IV. p. ii. 

And fo fuccefs of mifehief (hall be born, 

And heir from heir thall hold his quarrel up. Shakef. H. TV. 
Thofe princes have held up their fovereignty beft, which 
have been fparing in thofe grants. Davies on IrilarJ. 

We have often made one confiderably thick pieceof marble 
take and hold up another, having purpofely caufed their fix 
furfaces to be carefully ground and poliftied. Boyle. 

Tiien do not ftrike him dead with a denial. 

But hold him up in life, and cheer his foul 
With the faint glimmering of a doubtful hope. AtUij. Cm. 
To Hold. v. n. 

1. To ftand; to be right; to be without exception. 

To fay that Amply an argument, taken from man’s autho¬ 
rity, doth hold no way, neither affirmatively nor negatively, 
is hard. Hooker, b. ii. / /• 

This holdeth not in the fea-coafts, becaufe the vapour of the 
fea, without ihowers, doth refrefh. Bacon’s Natural Hifoty, 
The lafting of plants is moft in thofe that are Jargeft of 
body; as oak, elm, and cheftnut, and this holdeth in trees; 
but in herbs it is often contrary. Bacon’s Natural Hijlcrj. 

When the religion formerly received is rent by difeoros, 
and when the holinefs of the profeffors of religion is decayed, 
and full of fcandal, and withal the times be ftupid, ignorant, 
and barbarous, you may doubt the fpringing up of a new feet; 
if then alfo there fhould arife any extravagant and ilrange 
fpirit, to make himfelf author thereof; all which points oita 
when Mahomet publilhed his law. Bacon, Iff 59 ' 

Nothing can be of greater ufc and defence to the mind than 
the difeovering of thefe colours, fhewing in what cafesit <-7 
hold, and in what they deceive. Bait*? 

Where outward force conftrains, the fentence bolds ; 

But who conftrains me ? , J!’ 

So doth he deal with the teftimonies of the fathers, let t e 
be never fo exprefs againft all forts of prayers and invocations- 
they hold only of fuch a fort of prayer. Sttlnfgf^ 

The reafons given by them againft the worfhip of ima S'! 
will equally hold againft the worfhip of images am0 . 5 , 
Chriftians. Stilling feet’s Def. of Dijc. on 

None of his folutions will hold by mere mechanics 5 - 
This unfeen agitation of the minute parts will hold inl¬ 
and fpirituous liquors. r •’][ r 

It holds in all operative principles whatfoever, but etpe ^ 
in fuch as relate to morality; in which not to prqce e , 
tainly to go backward. f^lVofthe 

The drift of this figure holds good in all the 
creation. 

The 
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The proverb holds, that to be wife and love, 

Is hardly granted to the gods above. Dryden s Fables. 

As if th’ experiment were made to hold 
For bafe production, and rejeft the gold. Dryden. 

This remark, I muft acknowledge, is not fo proper for the 
colouring as the defign; but it will hold for both. Dryden. 

Our author offers no reafon; and when any body does, we 
fhall fee whether it will bold or no. Locke. 

The rule holds in land as well as all other commodities. Loc. 
This feems to hold in moft cafes. Addifon’s Spectator. 
The analogy holds good, and precifely keeps to the fame pro¬ 
perties in the planets and comets. Cbeyne. 

Sanflorius’s experiment of perfpiration, being to the other 
fccretion as five to three, does not hold in this country, ex¬ 
cept in the hotteft time of Summer. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
In words, as fafhions, the fame rule will hold-. 

Alike fantaftick, if too new or old. Pope on Criticifm . 

2. To continue unbroken or unfubdued. 

Our force by land hath nobly held. Shakeffeare. 

3. To laft; to endure. 

We fee, by the peeling of onions, what a holding fubftance 
the fkin is. Bacon’s Natural Hi/lory. 

Never any man was yet fo old. 

But hop’d his life one Winter more might hold. Denham. 

4. To continue. 

He did not hold in this mind long. L’EJlrange. 

5. To refrain. 

His dauntlefs heart would fain have held 
From weeping, but his eyes rcbell'd. Dryden. 

6. To ftand up for ; to adhere. 

Through envy of the devil came death into the world, and 
they that do hold of his fide do find it. Wifd. ii. 24. 

They muft, if they hold to their principles, agree that things 
had their production always as now they have. Hale. 

When Granada for your uncle held. 

You was by us reftor’d, and he expell’d. Dryden. 

Numbers hold 

With the fair freckled king and beard of gold: 

So vig’rous are his eyes, fuch rays they call. 

So prominent his eagle’s beak is plac’d. Dryden’s Fables. 

7. To be dependent on. 

The other two were great princes, though bolding of him; 
men of giant-fike both hugenefs and force. Sidney, b. ii. 

The mother,, if the houfe holds of our lady, had rather, 
yea and will, have her fon cunning and bold, in making him 
to live trimly. Afcham’s Schoolmajler. 

The great barons had not only great numbers of knights, 
but even petty barons holding under them. Temple. 

My crown is abfolutc, and holds of none. Dryden. 

8. To derive right. 

’Tis true, from force the nobleft title fprings; 

I therefore hold from that which firft made kings. Dryden. 

9. To Wold forth. To harangue; to fpeak inpublickj to fet 
forth publickly. 

A petty conjurer, telling fortunes, held forth in the market- 
P^ ace - L’Ejlrange’s Fables. 

10. To Hold in. To reftrain one’s fclf. 

I am full of the fury of the Lord: I am weary with holding 
tn ‘ . jtr. vi. 11. 

11. to Hold in. To continue in luck. 

A duke, playing at hazard, held in a great many hands to¬ 
gether- Swift. 

12 ‘ T° iff To keep at a diftance without doling with 
offers. 

Thefe are interefts important enough, and yet we muft be 
wooed to confider them.; nay, that does not prevail neither, 
but with a perverfe coynefs we hold of. Decay of Piety. 

13. To Hold on. To continue; not to be interrupted. 

The trade held on for many years after the bilhops became 
rroteftants; and fome of their names are ftill remembered 
with infamy, on account of enriching their families by fuch 
facrilegious alienations. Swift. 

1 4 - To Hold on. To proceed. 

He held on, however, ’till he was upon the very point of 

15. 7 * Hold out. To laft; to endure. L ' E Mnge. 

Before thofe dews that form manna come upon trees in the 
valleys, they diflipatc, and cannot holdout. Bacon’s Nat Hi /1 
As .there are mountebanks for the natural body, f 0 are there 
mountebanks for the politick body; men that perhaps have 
been Jucky in two or three experiments, but want the grounds 

T e l C V, n r therefc ? re cannot hold Bacorfs Effays. 

. ru „’, ^lity, and juftice, are a fure way of thrivine 
fai J Wl11 hM w< » when all fraudulent arts and devices wll 

exttemelyexaa regimen . con 

16 nlioN’T’ ii thc a,C not ,iol " u JrkdhnL 

’ Tk° LD 0Ut ’ Not t0 yie d ; not t0 be fobdued. 

for the ma ? e u Ie / Ving 3 fufficier,t number of foldiers 
the keeping of that fort, went with the reft of his company 
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to a place where the Spaniards, fore charged by Achimetes, 
had much ado to hold out. Knolles’s Hijiory of toe Turks. 

You think it ftrange a perfon, obfequious to thofe he loves, 
fliould holdout fo long againft importunity. Boyle. 

Nor could the hardeft ir’n hold out 
Againft his blows. Hudibras. 

I would cry now, my eyes grow womanifti; 

But yet my heart holds out. Dryden’s Spanif) Fryar. 

7 'he citadel of Milan has held out formerly, after the con-, 
queft of the reft of the dutchy. Addifon cn Italy. 

As to the holding out againft fo many alterations of ftate, 
it fometimes proceeds from principles. Collier on Pride. 

Pronounce your thoughts: are they ftill fixt 
To hold it out, ahd fight it to the laft ? 

Or are your hearts fubduld at length, and wrought 
By time and ill fuccefs to a fubmiffion ? Addifon’s Cato * 

17. To Hold together. To be joined. 

Thofe old Gothick caftles, made at feveral times, hold to¬ 
gether only, as it were, by rags and patches. Dryd. Dufrcfnay. 

18. To Hold together. To remain in union. 

Even outlaws and robbers, who break with all the world 
befides, muft keep faith amongft themfelves, or elfe they can¬ 
not hold together. Locke. 

19. To Hold up. To fupport himfelf. 

All the wife fayings and advices which philofophers could 
mufter up to this purpofe, have helped only to fupport fome 
few ftout and obftinate minds, which - , without the affiftance 
of philofophy, could have held up pretty well of themfelves. 

Tillotfon, Sermon 5. 

20. To Hcld up. Not to be foul weather. 

, . Though nice and dark the point appear, 

Quoth Ralph, it may liold up and clear. Hudibras, p. it* 

21 .To Hold up. To continue the fame fpeed. 

When two llart into the world together, the fuccefs of die 
firft feems to prefs' upon the reputation of the latter; for why 
could not he hold up ? Collier of Eiroy. 

Hold has .the appearance of an interjecliori; but is the 
imperative mood. Forbear; flop; be ftill. 

Hold, ho! lieutenant—fir—Montano! Gentlemen, 

Have you forgot all fenfe of place and duty ? 

The general fpeaks to you —bold, hold, for fhame ! Shakefp. 

Hold, hold! are all thy empty wifhes fuch! .. 

A good old woman would have faid as much. Dryden’s Peril 

Hold. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. The adl of feizing; gripe; grafp; feizure. 

f hofe bards, Cadhr writeth, delivered no certain truth of 
any thing; neither is there any certain hold to be taken of any 
antiquity which .is received by tradition. Spenfcr on Ireland. 

The wits of the multitude arc fuch, that many things they 
cannot lay hold on at once. Hooker , Dedication. 

Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold 
of it; for the oxen fhdok it. ' 2 Sa. vi. 6. 

This is to give him liberty and power : 

Rather thou fhould’ft lay hold upon him, fend him 
To delerv’d death, and a juft punifhment. Ben. Jchnf Call!. 

Let but them 

Find courage to lay bold on this occafion. Milt. Agoni/les. 
The devil himfelf, when let loofe upon Job, could not 
tranfport that patient good man beyond his temper, or make 
him qqit his bold. ' L’Ejlrange'. 

rie.ieizd theftlining bough with griping^/. 

And rent away with eafe the fing’ring gold. Dryden’s /En. 
The head is divided into four fingers bending forwards, and 
one oppofite to them bending backwards,and of greater ftrength 
than any of them finglv, which we call the thumb, to join with 
them feverally or united, whereby it is fitted to lay hold of 
objedls of any fize or quantity. R ay on the C, cation. 

Yet then, from all my grief, O Lord, 

Thy mercy fet me free, 

Whilft, in the confidence of pray’r, 

My foul took hold on thee. Addifon’s SpeDtator. 

We arc ftrangely backward to lay hold of this fafe, this only 
method of cure. Altcrburf s Sermons. 

He kept his hold, 

Nor loft ’till beauty was decay’d and old, ( 

And love was by poffcffion pall’d and cold. Granville. 1 

2. Something to he held; fupport. 

If a man be upon an high place, without rails or good hold. 
he is ready to f a H Bacon’s Natural Hifhry. 

3. Catch ; power of feizing or keeping. J - 

The law hath j et another hold 0“ you. ShakeMar- 
Let it conhft with fuch a man’s intereft and fafety to Wronc 
you, a „d thou . will he impoITible you cu„ have J 
him, becaule there is nothing left to give him a check, of to 
put in the balance againft his profit. o , :/i - 

4. Prifon; place of cuftody. wilf.. 

... T f C K hlm . in M . becaufe it was not declared what 
was ,0 be done with him. UMr.Zm, 


7 he prifoner to h is hold retir’d. 
His troop with equal emulation fir’d. 


Drjd.m. 
4 - Power; 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 



















































































































































